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HEALTH AND SOCIAL CARE SCRUTINY PANEL

2 September 2020

Meeting commenced: 10.00 a.m.
Meeting ended: 11.28 a.m.

PRESENT: Councillor Margaret Morris - in the Chair

Councillors Damian Bailey, Sammie Bellamy, Jim Dawson, Karen Garrido, Stephen 
Hesling, Jim King, Sophia Linden, Arnold Saunders, John Warmisham and Michael 
Wheeler

CO-OPTED MEMBERS:

J Ahmed - Healthwatch Salford
Bruce Poole - Salford CVS

INVITEES:

Councillor Jim Cammell (Executive Support Member for Social Care and Mental 
Health)

OFFICERS:

Dr Muna Abdel Aziz Director of Public Health
Mike McHugh Senior Democratic Services Officer 

1. DAVID BACKHOUSE

Reference was made to the recent sad death of David backhouse. Members of the 
panel paid tribute to his work as a co-opted member of this panel. They also 
expressed their gratitude for the valuable contribution he made to the work of the 
panel over the years. 

Councillor Morris led the panel in a minute’s silence in his memory.  

It was agreed that a letter would be sent to David’s family expressing our heartfelt 
condolences. 

2. WELCOME AND INTRODUCTIONS

Councillor Morris welcomed members and officers to the meeting of the Health and 
Social Care Scrutiny Panel. She extended a warm welcome any members of the 
public listening to the broadcast.

3. APOLOGY FOR ABSENCE

An apology for absence was submitted on behalf of Councillor Jane Hamilton. 
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4. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

Councillor Arnold Saunders declared a personal interest as Chaplain of the 
Newlands Care Home in Salford.

5. MINUTES OF PROCEEDINGS

The minutes of the meeting held on 5 August 2020 were approved as a correct 
record.

6. MATTERS ARISING

There were no matters arising.

7. IMPACT OF COVID-19 ON THE BLACK AND MINORITY ETHNIC (BAME) 
COMMUNITIES

Muna Abdel Aziz, Director of Public Health, gave a presentation addressing the 
impact of the COVID-19 pandemic on communities and black and minority ethnic 
groups within Salford. She presented - 

(a) A timeline of COVID-19 in Salford for the period 1st March to 24th July 2020 
details included -

- number of cases broken down by pillar one and pillar two tests 

- number of deaths 

- Dates of outbreaks in care homes 

- active outbreaks 

(b) Black and minority ethnic community observations from Salford 

“At first everyone saw COVID-19 as an indiscriminate virus. We thought we’d 
all be equally affected, because we're all equally non-immune. Now it's clear 
some people are at much higher risk. Whether it’s age, social disadvantage, 
or ethnicity, some communities are feeling the impact of coronavirus more
than others. And that’s really exposed existing disparities and exacerbated the 
sense of historical health inequality. People are angry about these inequalities 
now – the vulnerabilities of care homes, of BAME individuals, and about the 
economic impact of poverty. ”

Of those testing positive in Salford each week 20-50% are from BAME groups 
- there are large fluctuations depending on local patterns of transmission, 
along with the small numbers and incomplete recording of ethnicity.
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(c) Impacts on BAME groups

Examples Impacts on BAME groups

Socio-
economic

Increased likelihood of 
exposure and more severe 
impacts - higher rates of 
death, particularly the very 
elderly and those living in 
the most disadvantaged 
areas. 

Low paid frontline workers have 
continued to work during 
lockdown with increased 
exposure to COVID-19.
The elderly are highly 
vulnerable to the virus and the 
need to self-isolate creating 
difficulties obtaining food and 
medication and issues of 
loneliness.

Gender Emerging UK and 
international data indicate 
that there is a higher 
mortality rate for men from 
COVID-19.   

Women are more likely to work 
in caring roles and/or women 
living longer in care homes and 
home care are more exposed to 
the virus. 

Language Speakers of other 
languages may have 
missed information on the 
local support available.

 Women in some BAME 
communities experiencing 
language barriers in seeking 
support (eg domestic abuse, 
children in need).

Faith Potential disproportionate 
impact from changed 
funeral rules.
Vulnerable shielded people 
not able to access 
faith/culturally appropriate 
food requirements from the 
national scheme.

Religious communities in 
Salford unable to celebrate 
important culturally events 
communally. 
There are community cohesion 
concerns, including hate crime 
and stigmatisation. 

(d) BAME Disparities

After accounting for the effect of sex, age, deprivation and region, people of 
Bangladeshi ethnicity had around twice the risk of death than people of White 
British ethnicity. 

People of Chinese, Indian, Pakistani, Other Asian, Caribbean and Other Black 
ethnicity had between 10% and 50% higher risk of death when compared to 
White British.  (Public Health England, June 2020)
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• Some preventable factors - BAME have higher rates of some health 
conditions like diabetes, high blood pressure and heart disease, 

• Pre-existing inequalities including geographic and socio-economic 
disadvantage. Existing evidence indicates that most ethnic minority groups 
tend to be more disadvantaged than their White counterparts

• Other factors like overcrowding/large families, occupation (security guards, 
taxi drivers, health and care workers). A very large number of staff in the 
health and care sector are BAME, smokers and/or have high blood 
pressure.

(e) Employee Assessment

Employers to assess health safety and welfare of employees including 

1 workplace assessment
2 workforce assessment
3 individual assessment 

Age and ethnicity 

- BME ethnicity aged above 55, particularly in those with comorbidities 
- White European ethnicity aged over 60 

Sex

- Males at higher risk

Underlying health conditions including 

- Clinical vulnerable groups including 
- Hypertension
- Cardiovascular disease (CVD) 
- Diabetes Mellitus
- Chronic kidney disease (CKD) 
- Chronic obstructive pulmonary disease (COPD) 

Pregnancy 

- All pregnant women should have risk assessment 
- Women > 28 weeks pregnant or having underlying condition should be 

recommended to stay at home
- Women < 28 weeks pregnant should only work in patient facing roles 

where risk assessment supports this 

Employers to discuss implications and to take appropriate measures to 
mitigate risk of COVID-19 infection risk to NHS staff 
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(f) How to wear a non-medical fabric face covering safely 
(World Health Organisation Guidance)

Do’s

- Clean your hands before touching the mask
- Inspect the mask for damage or if dirty
- Adjust the mask to your face without leaving gaps on the sides
- cover your mouth, nose and chin 
- Avoid touching the mask 
- Clean your hands before removing the mask
- Remove the mask by the straps behind the ears or head
- Pull the mask away from your face 
- store the mask in a clean plastic, resealable bag if it is not dirty or wet 

and you plan to reuse it 
- Remove the mask by the straps when taking it out of the bag
- Wash the mask in soap or detergent preferably with hot water at least 

once a day
- Clean your hands after removing the mask 

A fabric mask can protect others around you. To protect yourself and prevent 
the spread of COVID-19, remember to keep at least one metre distance from 
others, clean your hands frequently and thoroughly, and avoid touching your 
face and mask.

(g) What are we planning for the next two years 

(i) Living with COVID-19 - COVID-19 recovery 

(ii) managing outbreaks - COVID-19 response 

(iii) building back a better and fairer Salford - locality plan 

(h) Coronavirus alert levels in UK 

Level 5 
Stage of outbreak - Risk of healthcare services being overwhelmed 
Measure in place - Lockdown begins 

Level 4 
Stage of outbreak - Transmission is high or rising exponentially 
Measure in place - Social distancing continues 

Level 3 
Stage of outbreak - Virus is in general circulation
Measure in place - Gradual relaxation of restrictions
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Level 2 
Stage of outbreak - number of cases and transmission is low
Measure in place - Minimal social distancing, enhanced tracing 

Level 1 
Stage of outbreak - COVID-19 no longer present in UK
Measure in place - Routine international monitoring  

Discussion took place in respect of a number of issues, including -

- the current outbreak of the virus within the Bangladeshi community in Salford 
and how this is being monitored. 

- track and trace data which showed the virus moving between communities on 
a periodic basis.

- the purpose of the current local lockdown restrictions relating households 
mixing indoors 

- work being undertaken to communicate details of the restrictions to the local 
community

- work being undertaken with local community groups and leaders to ensure a 
clear message is provided.

- the work being undertaken by the Salford Time for Action (STAT) Group to 
address issues of inequality in the city. This included key aspects of health 
and poverty.

 
- Ongoing work to support strategies aimed at reducing the impact of any 

second spike in the COVID-19 outbreak 

- Promotion of, especially in black and minority ethnic groups, individuals 
making use of the flu vaccination services. 

Councillor Morris thanked Muna Abdel Aziz for her attendance at the meeting and for 
her informative report.

RESOLVED: (1) THAT the report be noted.

(2) THAT an update report on this matter be made at the meeting of 
this Panel in January 2021.
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8. TASK AND FINISH GROUP - UPDATES

Councillor Morris confirmed that three Task and Finish Groups had been established 
by the Panel to examine the following areas -

Group 1 - COVID-19 - Care Homes in Salford (Hospital / Care Home Admissions 
and Discharges) 

Membership: Councillors King, Dawson, Karen Garrido and Hesling

Group 2 - COVID-19 - Care Homes in Salford (Communications - Care Homes / 
Residents / Families / Public)

Membership: Councillors Hamilton and Wheeler and Bruce Poole (Salford CVS), 
J Ahmed (Healthwatch Salford) and Alex Leach - Chief Officer (Healthwatch Salford)

Group 3 - COVID-19 - Care Homes in Salford (General Practitioner Access for i) 
Care Home Residents and ii) Public)

Membership: Councillors Morris, Dawson, Karen Garrido and J Ahmed (Healthwatch 
Salford)

It was noted that work was currently ongoing and final recommendations on the work 
would be considered at the meeting of this Panel in November 2020.

9. ANY OTHER BUSINESS

There were no items of any other business.

10. DATE AND TIME OF NEXT MEETING

RESOLVED: THAT the next meeting of this Panel be held on Wednesday 7 October 
2020 at 10.00 a.m.


